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| In all their 
Affairs, Parts, Matter and Things: 
e 
Separate, Congregational, Pro- 
teſtant, Chriſtian Churches 


L Proved 


and to Run Parallel with the firſt Chriſtian 
Churches in the Apoſtles Days; . 5 
A KD: bp i 
To be Warranted by, Founded on, and accord- 
ing to the Doctrine and Practice of CHRIST 
and his Apoſtles. | 


Wherein is a 8 Account and Proſpect of 
PRIMITIV CHRISTIANITY), 
as it was left by Chriſt and his Apoſttes. 

ee 7 Even he ſhal build the Temple of. the Lord, and f 
he ſhall bear the Glory, and jball ſit and rule upon hut Throne. 
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Ezek. xliij 10, 11. Son of Man, ſhew the houſe to the houſe Ie. 


rael, that they may be aſhamed of their iniquities; and let 

| them meaſure the pattern aud [write it] in their fight, that 

they may keep the whole form, and all the ordinances there, 
and do them, BE 
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e 
To the R EAD ER. 


Chriſtian Reader, N. B. theſe introductory Things. 


1 F ERE IV 4 Scripture Account of the 
Primitive Churches, and an Epitome 
wo. 4 all the chief Things that have or can 
ee note on this great, neceſſary and 
ʒſeful Subject. Kd hh. 
2. A right Kpowledge and Practits hereof is of 
great Importance to the Glory of God and Good of Men, 
and Nations: For it uſually goes well or ill with them, 
4s they deal well or ill with the Church of God, Ezra 
6, 10, 23, & 7. 23, 27. Iſa. 65. 8. 
3. By the Inventions and holy Cheats of the Man 
of Sin, this Knowledge and Practice is perverted and 
oft in the greateſt Part of Chriſtendom, Rev. 2. 
11. Therefore out of a pious Affection and tal tothe 
Glory of God, Intereft of. Religion, and Chriſtian Com- 
paſſion to the periſbing Souls of Men, we ſhould labor 
to propagate it. 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11. — 
4. The Apoſtacy (of which the Biſhop of Rome 
# the Head) is ſo great, that there is hardly one 
Branch of pure and primitive Chriſtianity to be ths in 
1. This Son of Perdition, 2 Theſſ. 2. 3. 1 fo God. 
2 aud true Godlineſs-hating @ Prelate, that he per- 
ecuteth his own Office of Preaching, and the Souls that 
be ſhould feed; and if he had his Will, God ſbould have 
Bo pure Worfhip in the World, Rev. 13. 17. He calls 
them Hereticks that are =" ſuper ſtiticus Church, 
Sect or Way; but he is 4 Heretich, for he contrives 
new Articles of Faith ; he is @ Schiſmatick, for he im. 
poſeth new Terms of Communion, and makes more Sins 
and Duties than God himſelf, yea, Sins Daties, and 
5 A 2 
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Duties Sins, Ita. 29.16. He hath been Satan's grand 
Inſtrument and Tool to corrupt and deſtroy pure and 
primitive Chriſtianity, Rev. 19. 2. He reigneth over 
the Kings of the Earth, Rev. 17. 2, 18. & 18. 3, 
N. B. 19. 18, 19. Antichriſtianiſm, or Popery, is 
nothing elſe but Chriſtianity corrupted with a curſed 
Babel, or Mixture of Jewiſu, Pagan and Papal Things, 
Rev. 18, 2. He not receiving the Truth yl Go pel- 
Church Affairs, in the Love 7 them, is juſtlj hardned 
(as his P redeceſſors, Exod. 4. tO chap. 1 5.) to his 
Deſtruftion, and given up to a Diabolical Influence 
and Deluſion to believe Lies, 2 Theſſ. 2. 3-11. He 
uſurps the Rights of God, of Magiſtrates, and of the 
Churches of Chriſt, Joh. 10. 1, 10. 2 Theſſ. 2. 4. 
Mankind is in a ſeruile Subjection, Bondage and Cap- 
tity to him, for they muſt buy tlieir Licenſes, Leave 
and Liberty of him to eat Fleſh, to marry, to exerciſe 
civil and eccleſiaſtical Offices, Rev.13. 10. Ih Church 
Saperſiition, and its Impoſition of this fallen Star, wick- 
ed one, 2 Theſſ. 2. 3. Rev. 9. 1, and falſe Prophet, 
19. 20, & 20. 10. enflaves Mankind, and is deſtru- 
tive of their natural, civil, national and religious 
Rights and Privileges, and of their Chriſtian Liberty 
(which ſome baſely invade and betray) of Conſcience to 
worſhip God according to his Word only, which is a Part 
of that Liberty which Chriſt hath purchaſed for, and gi- 
ven 10 all Chriſtians, and of which no Man has any 
.Raght to deprive them, Matt. 23. 10, 1 Cor. 7. 23, 
Sal. 5. 1. for all Power that is God's Ordinance is only 
for the Truth, not for Deſtruction, 2 Cor. 13. 8, 10, 
. Conſcience is Gods peculiar Right, and ought to be 
governed only by his Laws, who is the only Lord of it; 
but ſore uſurp God's Empire to themſelves : but ſee 
2 Cor, 1. 24. 1 Pet. 5. 3. It is a Ceremonial, Super. 
22 Idalatrous and Perſecuting Church - State, 
This Chureh-Saperſlition, and its In paſtian on Mini: 


: fers 


To the Reader. ij 


ſters and Peoples Conſciences by outward Puniſh- 
ments, hath been the grand Tools and Means by which 
the Devil. and this Church-deſtroyer, Lawleſs-one, and 
Belial, Rev. 9. 11. his Official, with the Key of Hell 
in his Hand, v. 1, hath: filled Nations and Churches 
with Sin, Miſery, and Confuſions, Rev.8.8,12. and . 
1-1 I. and is contrary to the whole Goſpel, or Kingdom 
f Chriſt, Mat, 11. 29. Rom. 14.17. This Prelate's 
Dioceſs, Biſhoprick or Church-State, is called Egypt 
and Sodom, Rev. 11. 8. Babylon, 14. 8. and 17. 
Earth and World, 16. 2. and 13. 3. Whore, 17. 5. 
aud Mother (or Breeder or Inventor) of Harlots, i. e. 
Superſtitions Church-States, 17. 5. The Civil Powers 
that perſecute the True Church, ſupport this Falſe 
Church, v. 3, 17. His inferior Clergy (Church. Locuſts 
and Merchants, Rev. 9. 2-11. and 18. 317.) are 
his ſworn or avowed Vaſſals; for they dare not to preach 
nor practiſe, but as this Church-Lord and Task- Maſter 
orders and injoyns; for if theſe Taskers that officiate and 
work in human Shackles and Chains, do not do their 
Tast of Man-Irventions, he will ſoon beat them _ 
their Livings. Compare Literal Egypt with Spiritual, 
Exod. 2. 24. and 3. 7. and 5. 6--14, with Rev.11.8, 
and 13. 10. his Charch-Conſtitution, Rev. 2. 9. and 
3-9. 2 Theſſ. 2.9. Miniſtry, Rev. 9. 1, 1 1. and 11.7. 
and 13.11. Doctrine, 2. 24. 1 Tim. 4. 1. Worſhip, 
9. 20. and 13. 4. and Government, with its Tyranni- 
cal Impoſitions on Miniſters and Peoples Conſciences, is 
attributed to the Devil; becauſe it is by his Influence 
and Operation, and to promote his Kyngdom in the 
Deſtruction of Souls, as Rev. 2. 10. and 9. 2,11. and 
13. 2, 8. 11. 17. But, to make Proſelytes, ſhe hath a 
Golden Cup of Worldly Glory and Intereſt to get off her 
Ceremonies with Carnal Hearts, and ſo hath turned the 
Church into a Worldly Empire, Rev. 17. 5. but ſee 
Luke 17. 20, John 18. 36. Rom. 14. 17. + 
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5. Anti- 


TV. To the Reader. 


J. Antichriſt ſignifies one that is an Oppoſer o 
Chrift, and — — oppoſite to him in — 24 
affairs, 2 Theſ. 2. 4. 1 John 2. 18. Tit. 1. 16. Rev. 
9,69 11. C13, G 16.0 199 18, Here are Church- 
OUaths to Spiritual or Church-Lords, Rev. 13.17. 
6. We ſeparate from Rome, becauſe we 4, not like, 
I. Their falſe Church-Conſtitution. 2. Falſe Church. 
Miniſtry. 3. Falſe C duroh Doctrine. 4. Falſe Church. 
Werfhip. 5. Falſe Church. Government; and, 6. Church. 
Lives and Converſations. N. B. Falſe, i. e. unſcriptu- 
ral, uninſtituted, uncommanded, . 
7. Indiſfferent Things, are Things that are neit 
Cin nor Duty, for neither of theſe are Indifferent 
Things, Rom. 14. 2. N. B. Man's Inventions were 
Remus from the Beginning, Gen. 3. 3. with Ecch 


7. 29. Lev. 10, Oc. 72 
8. The higheſt Officer in the Church is but a Servant, 
not @ Lord, 2 Cor. 4. 5. Rom. 14. 4. Peter was gi- 
ven to the Church only as a Servant, 2 Pet. 1. 1, 
1 Pet. 5. 3. ſee Rev. 22. 9. He was given to feed 
(not to perſecute) Chriſt's Sheep and Lambs, John 21. 
17. He was not given to be @ civil Magiſtrate, or to 
engroſs the Power and Government of bath Church 
and State, or to have the two Horns of Temporal and 
Spiritual Power, as the Eccleſiaſtical Beaſt, or Biſhop 
of Rome his pretended Succeſſor hath, Rev. 13.11. 
Which is condemned in, and contrary to both Precept, 
Luke 22.24. 2 Tim.2.4. 1 Tim. . 1 5. and Practice, 
Luke 12. 14. AQs 6. 4. 2 Cor. 10. 4. 
9. The Church of Christ is the moit ſacred, divine, 
honoarable, needful and uſeful Soctety on Earth, Ifa. 
62. 5. For without it, the tVarid of Mankind would be 
more like Brutes than Men, Pſal. 74. 20. 43 2h 
10. A true Church, is ſuch a Church State, as is 
all its Aﬀairs is atcording to God's Inſtitution in his 
Mord: Eph. 2. 20. all which ſbould move us ww 
=? i Vit 


Io0o the Reader. Vt 
with it; which the very Kings of the Earth ſhall one 
day do; Rev-21- 24. the Marks and Notes of the true 

Church, ſee here, Head 1+ 2. 3. 4. 5. ſee Rev. 12. 1, 
17. and 14. 1,12. „ 

11. A falſe Church, is ſuch a Church State as in 
all its Affairs is not inſtituted and warranted by the 


WWordof God. N. B. In Rome is 4 Church. Conſtitution, 


Miniſiry, Worſbip,, and Government that Chriſi ne- 
— hor 2 can ſuch a Church be eſteemed a 
trae or rightly eftablifhed Church of Chri#t, (Rev. 17. 
1,6.) that wants Chriſt's inſtituted Church Conſtitution, 
Miniſtry, Worſhip and Government. 18 
12. We fbould be very careful to worſhip God ac- 
cording to his Word only, I ſt. Becauſe he is very jealous 
of his Morſbip. In the 24 Com. Exo. 20. 4 ,5- he re- 
qaireth: to be marſbiped only according to his own Inſti- 
tutiom; it is God's Prerogative to be the Inſtituter of his 
own Worſhip, Exo. 20.2. ly. This only is for his Glo- 


. and our Good, Lev. 10. 3. 3ly. Becauſe he bath 
vindicated his true Morſbippers by inflicting remarkable 


Judgments on Perſecuting Prelates and Magiſtrates 
and.Informers their Tools; Rev. 13. 10, 17. and 17.3,1 7. 
13. LA Superſtitious Morſbip,] which is a worſbip- 


ing and ſerving God by any other Means (Ceremonies, 


Miniſtry and Diſcipline ;) Way and Manner not re- 
wired, inſtitured and appointed in his Word, is 4 


alſe, unlawful, and ſinful Worſhip ; not to be joined 


with, but ſeparated from : wt. Becauſe it is no Duty, 


Obedience or good Work ; for the Duty God requires of. 


Man, is only C 


1Sam. 15. 22. aly. There is no Precept to make it our 
Duty, Col. 2.22. It cannot be done in Faith, or Expetta- 


e N for there 15 0 Promiſe to it, nor Ar- ; Y 
„Rom. 14.23. Gen. 4.3. Lev. 10.3. Mat. 


ceptance of it 


dience to his revealed Wil, Deut. 6. 8. 


1549. 3ly. God hatiu ſowerely curſed and puniſhed Perſons, . 


Families, Churches and Marions for it, Lev. 10.3. ud 


? 
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8. 28. 1 Chr. 15. 13. 1 King 12. Pſa. 99. 3. and 
136. 29-43. Jer. 7. Hoſ. 5. Mal. 2.2. Rev. 15. 1. 
and 16.1. Aly. Becauſe it is the Image, Idolatry, and 


Mill-Morſbip, forbidden in the 2d Commandment, Exo. 
25. 5. Image there is put for all humane Inventions 


and Iuſtitutions as Meaus and Parts of Worſhip. Ihe firſt 


Worlbip, the Idol fry of Pagans. The 2d Command a 

falſe or invented W 
75 Hall Ceremony-mongers, 1 Cor. 10.6 -1 1. Rev. 17. 
22 


the Izage and Idolatry forbidden in the 24 Command is 
an) Parts, Means, Way and Manner of Worſhipping which 
God never.commanaed in his Word, Lev. 10.3. Ihe I. 
mages and Idols condemned in the Scriptures, were no- 
thing elſe but the Inventions of Men under the Devil's 


Influence, as Pſ. 106.36, 3 7,4 1. 2 Chr. 1 1. 15. Fly. 1c 
is hlaſphamcus, it males Cod worſe then a Pagan, i Tim. 
5.8. Eſth. 1.22. Chrift unfaithful, Heb. 3. 3- and the 
Scriptures an imperfect Rule of Faith and Duty, 2 Tim. 


3. 15, 17. Giy, Becauſe it is Deviliſh, and being by 
fuch an Influence God diſomneth it, and counts it no 


Worſhip of himſelf, but either of the Devil or of his 


Inſtruments, or of the Thing invented and impoſed: as 


2 Theſ.2.4,9. 2 Chr. 11.15, Rev. 9. 20, & 13.215. 


14. To lay by Church-ſuperſtition and its Impoſiti- 
on wauld be a great Means of a Scripture Reformation, 
which will be a great part of the latter Days Glory. 
Ezek. 43. 4-11. Rev. 21. 1--1 30 


15. All true Church Inſtitutions are to be referred 


to, and are founded on the 2d Commandment for all 


means and parts of Worſhip,are the Duties there requi- 


ed and injoined, and all 8 i Church States and Af- 
Fairs are the Sius there forbi 


” + 


16. The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrit be with 21. 


* 


his Churches, Amen, Rev. 22,21, With v. 16. & 14% 


Farewell. 


} 


orſhip of the true God, the Idola- 


| en; they bring Diſhonour 
to God and a Curſe to the HN. orſhipper Lev. 10. 30. 
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Affairs, Parts, Matters, and Things, &e. 


1 Cor. 14. 23. (Here is 


e 
ieee 
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Divine Inſtitution and Ric nts 


9 
Congregationa! Chriſtian Churches, 
In all their 


* 
1 


— 3 "ID" — — 


E 
As to their Chri ſtian Church Conſftitution, 
Prop. 1. LIE R their Extent, Bounds and 
5 Limits, is only dne ſingle, particu- 
lar and diltin& Congregation (Society and Com- 


munity) of the Fa hfuf or Viſible Saints f 


1 Cor. 14; 33. one Congregation is a [ whole} 
Church, and diſtinct Body politick, As 15. 22. 
e of a Church.) 
Prop. 2. Here they are joyned; united and in- 
corporated together by a voluntary Profeſſion © 
a Scripture-Faith in Chrift, and Obedience to 
him; to As 2. 41, 47. Rom. 10. 10. 2 Cor:9. 13. 
Mic. 4. 2. This gives Eſſence, Being [Form] and 
Conſtitution to a Church ; and Relation, and 
Memberfhip therein: ſee Head 5. Prop.. Part 2. 
NMB. Member, Relation, and Power, is but to 
one Church, A#s 4. 23. and 19, 22. Col. 4. 9,12: 
_ Prop. 3. They meet with their Officers every 
Firſt Day, in one Aſſembly, in one Place to wor- 


thip 


2. Separate Congregational Churches 
ſhip God aczording to his Word, that God may 
be glorified, and their Souls edified : fo Acts 20.7. 
1 Cor. 11. 20,33. and 14. 23. and 11. 2. and 14. 
26. and 10. 3 1. (the final Cauſe or End.) ; 
Prop. 4. hey have Power and Authority of tlie 
Adminiſtration of the Word, Seals and Govern- *! 
ment, intirely and independently within them- 
ſelves only: ſo 1 Cor. 5. 12. Col. 2. 5, 10. and 3.17. 
Mat. 16. 19. and 18. 15--18. 2 Cor. 2. 6-10. At 
6. 5. and 14. 23. Rev. 2. 2. Which Places ſnewr, 
that particular Churches had an intire Power 
and Authority of Government within themſelves. 
[Proofs.] From the Keys, Officers and Ordi- 
nandces being equally given to each particular 
| Church, all of them are Co-heirs of the Word, 
Keys, Officers and Ordinances, Cant. 8. 8. from 
| Inſtitution, Ma“. 18. and Practice, 1 Cor. 5. 2 Cor. 2. 
ft Acts 6. and 14. A particular Church's Indepen- 
i dency ſignifies, that they depend only on Chriſt 
| his Word and Spirit for Power and Authority of 
ll Church-Adminiſtration of the Word, Seals and 
| Diſcipline, Col. 3. 17. and do not ſtand in Sub- 
1 ordination and Subjection to the Power or Preſ- 
| byteries of other Churches, as Parochial to Pro- 
vincial, and they to National : And 1n point of 
Church-Power, Authority and Privileges, all 
Churches, and their Biſhops or Paſtors are equal, 
and not one above another, Cant. 8. 8. 2 Cor.12. 
3. Col. 4. 7, 11. Office-Power is but in one 
Church, for Office-Relation is to no more, the 
| Elders of Epheſus were not the Elders of Smyr- 
na, &c. Rev. 21. in Adds 20. 28. and 1 Pet. 5. 2. is 
it is Elders of one Flock or Church, not of Flocks ©: 
| or Churches: fo Je. 5. 14. Chriſt only is a Ca- 
. tholick Paſtor, and Shepherd of Shepherds, 1 Pet. 
5.4. A Biſhop, or Presbytery, Super- intendency, 
| Power 


are true Clviſtian C harches in their C onſtitution. 3 


Power and Authority for the Government of 
more Congregations and their Elders than one, in 
Ordination and Cenſures is without Precept and 
(ordinary) Example in Chriſt's Teſtament to 
make it their Duty, Acts 20. 1 Pet. 5. and it is q 
Uſurpation of the Church's Power, Rights and 
Privileges; as 3 J%. 10. Rez. 2.2. 2 Cor. 11. 13. 
Who read of a Steward over divers Families, or 
of a Shepherd over divers Flocks, or of a Mayor 
over divers (Civil) Corporations, Mat. 18. 7, 
Tell the Church, i. e. the Elders of that particu- 
lar Congregation whereof he is a Member, to- 
gether with the whole Society, as 1 Cor. 5. 2 Cor. 
2. Rev. 2. But it is not, 1. Tell a General 
Council; 2. Nor a Catholick Church, Lord Bi- 
ſhop and his Officials or Vaſſals; 3. Nor Natio- 
nal, Provincial, Dioceſan Church, or Spiritual 
Lords and their Officials, Courts, and Court- 
keepers; 4. Nor a Provincial Synod, or Convo- 
cation, or Council, or Claſſis, or Presbytery of 
Elders meeting alone or apart from the Pcople 
for the Exerciſe of Church-Government in Ordi- 
nation or Cenſures; theſe are never in Chriſt's 
Teſtament called the Church, but the Body of 
the People are called the Church in Diſt inction 
from their Officers, As 14. 23. and 15. 4, 22. 
and 20. 28. Rev. 2. 1. Then Rev. 2. 1. muſt 
be read the Church in, of, or over the Church. 
N. B. Yet they take Brotherly Counſel one of 
another; as Acts 15. (Prov. 11. 14.) fee Head 5. 
Prop. 10. and Prop. 1. Part 8. 

Prop. 5. Chriſt hath inſtituted no viſible Ca- 
tholick Church, conſiſting of all Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity ; for what is {aid of viſible inſtituted 
Churches, in Mar. 18. 17. and 16.19. f Cor. 5. 4. 
and 14. 23. Ads 6.5. and 12. 5. and 14. 23. and 

| B 2 13-22. 


4 Sascparate Congregational Churches 


15. 22. Rom. 16. 5. is not applicable to them. 
From this unſcriptural Notion came a Catholick 
Eajtor in the Pope Engliſh. Art. 19. the viſible 
Church of Chriſt (or Chriſtian Church) is a 
Congregation of Faithful Men, (then not a whole 
Nation or whole World of Faithful Men, and two 
Catholick Churches is a Contradiction.) 

Prop. 6. The viſible Church before the Law 
was Domeſtick, Gen. 17. 7. Under the Law Na- 
tional, Acts 7.38. and under the Goſpel, to the 
End e only, Act. 1 5. 22. 
1 Cor. 14. 23. all other Church-Frames, Conſti- 
tutions, Miniſtry and Government, are of hu- 
man Invention, Exod. 20. 4. Col. 2. 8. Chriſt hath 
Inſtituted only Congregational Biſhops and Dea- 
cons, Plil, 1. 1. All the Primitive Churches 
Were of a Congregational Frame, Conſtitution, 
Order, and Diſcipline, that met in one Place to 
uſe the Power of the Keys in the Adminiſtration 
of the Word, Seals, and Diſcipline : theſe Chur- 
ches are faid to be in Fudea, Acts 9.31. Syria, 1 ö. 41. 
Macedonia, 2 Cor. 8. 1. Galatia and Aſia, 1 Cor.16. 
, 19. Rev.1. therefore it is no [new way} as ſome 
reproach 1t ; they are called the Churches of God, 
(he hath put his Name on them,) 1 Theſ. 2. 14. 
2 Thef. 1. 4. and of Chriſt, Rom. 16. 16. which 
{heweth that they are (not of human, but) of di- 
vine (Right and) Inſtitution in all their Affairs, 
Matters, and Things, viz, Conſtitution, Mat. 16. 
18. Miniſtry, 1 Cor, 4. 1. Doctrine, Heb. 6. 1. 
Worſhip, Mat. 28. 19,20. and 26. 26. and Govern- 
ment, Mat. 16.19. and 18. 1 Cor. 5. 4. Col.3. 17. 
 - Prop. 7. Eccleſia (or Church) in a facted Senſe, 
in all Places in ths New Teſtament, is put either, 
ſt. For the Inviſible, Catholick, and Myſtical Body, 
ien n of: al ceatSaiggs wn 

ro - ea- 


are true Cl xiſtian Churches in their Conſtitution. 3 


Heaven and Earth, Col. r. 1 8. Eph. 5. 2 5. Heb. 1 2.23. 
VNV. B. Here is a Myſtical or Internal Diſpenſation 
of the Covenant of Grace; here they are Bapti- 
zed by Chriſt's Spirit, as 1 Cor. 12. 12,13. Chtiſt's 
Mediatorial Headſhip is twofold: (t.) General, 
Eph. 1. 22. (2.) Special, Firſt, 4 Myſtical Head 
to his Myſtical Body, the Inviſible Catholick 
Church: Here the Union and Communion is 
Myſtical and Internal by the Spirit and Faith in 
the Heart, 1 Cor. 12. 13. Fph. 3. 17. and 4. 4, 5. 
econdly, A Political Head, in his Political Body of 
a particular Church, which he governs by his vi- | 
ſible Miniſtry and Ordinances, 1/a.14-23.R8v.3.7. | 
2dly. For the Viſible, inſtituted, congregational | 
Bod) or Church of Christ, 1 Cor.14.23. N. B. Here 
is a viſible and external Diſpenſation of the Cove- 
nant of Grace by viſible Ordinances ; and here 
they are baptized by Chriſt's Miniſters, 1 Cor.1.16, 
Here is alſo a Political Union and Communion 
with Chriſt in viſible Ordinances, Mat. 28. 10, 20. 
Rev. 2.1. and 14. 1. Eceleſia (or Church) in 
Chriſt's Teſtament, is never put for a Meeting 
place, nor for all the profane Rabble and their 
Seed, in a Nation or Pariſh that profeſs Faith in, 
and Obedience to Man's Inventions ; ſuch 4 Coz. 
verſion and Religion is a falſe Converſion and Religion. 
As for Acts 19. 37. Robbers of Churches, the Greek 
is Temples, i. e. Pagan Idol Temples, for chen 
there was no Chriſtian Temples or public 
Meeting- places built, Acts 28. 8. and 28. 31. 
Rom. 16. 5. So that 1 Cor. 11. 18. in the Church, 
muſt ſignify a Religious or Church-Aſſembiy, as 
Acts 7. 38. Col. 4. 16. 1 Cor. 14. 19. 28. 35. 
N. B. A Church, and all Church Aſfairt, are Ordina#- 
ces of God, being Parts and Means of Worſbipy and in. 
Joyned in the 2d Commanament, Exod. 20. 4, 95 | 
© ; Trop. 
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Prop. 8. The grand Charter, Rule, and Pat- 
tern of gathering and governing of particular 
viſible Goſpel and Chriſtian Churches, is in Matt. 
16, 13--19, And a plain Inſtitution, Matt. 18. 
which the Apoſtles (and ſo ſhould all their Suc- 
ceſſors in the Miniſtry) imitate and obſerve in 
their Practice in Church Affairs, Acts 9. 31. and 

6 and 14. 1 Cor. 5. 2 Cor. 2. with 1 Cor. 11. 1, 2. 
and it containeth two Parts. 1ſt. Their Con- 
ſtitution in their moving, efficient, inſtrumen- 
tal, material, formal, and final Cauſe, v. 14, 
18, The 2d Part of the Charter 7s the Power 
and Privileges, Chriſt the King, Founder and In- 
ſtitutor, hath endowed, inveſted, and intruſted 
them with, called the [Keys] of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, 7z, e. of the Goſpel viſible Church- 
State, as Ad. 1. 3. Heb. 12. 28. promiſed and 
given to Peter, as repreſenting and in the Name 
of a particular Church; for to thoſe profeſſing 
Diſciples, as his aſſociated Church on Earth, 
Chriſt as their (Firſt and Pattern) Paſtor gave 
the Sacrament of Church Communion, Matt. 
| 26. 26. and they are called the Church, Act. 2. 47. 
l Prop. 9. The Order of Chriſt's Proceeding in 
| Church Affairs is ſeen in 8 Things, viz. 1. By | 

his Word and Spirit he converts Perſons, and | 

gives them a Principle of Faith and Obedience 
to be his willing People and Subjects in the Day 
of his Power, F/al.1to. 3. fulfilled, Act. 2. 37, 41, 
47. 2. He gives them the Power or Privilege 
to become the Sons of God, John 1. 12. 3. To. 
ſeparate from erroneous, ſuperſtitious, and vict- 
ous Perſons, be they Jews, Jer. 1 . 19. Matt. 
15. 14. and 16. 12. Act. 2. 40. and 19. 9. Pa- 
gans, 2 Cor. 6. 17. or Chriſtians, 1 Cor. 5. 11. 
Rom. 16. 17. EG. 5. 7. 2 Lit. 3. 10. 1 Jim. 6.5. 
0 2 The. 
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2 Theſſ. 3. 6, 14. Rev. 18. 4. Therefore Sepa- 
ration is no [Schiſm, ] but a righteous Practice 
and Duty. A. B. The [Schiſm] noted in the 
_ Scripture, is not a Separation from, but a Divi- 
lion in a Church, 1 Cor. 1. 10. and 11. 18. 
and 12.25. 4. To aſſemble in his Name, Matt. 
18. 20. F. To join into a Church-State, as Prop. 
2. Thus they become a Church eſſentially con- 
ſidered, (and true Church- men) and the Seat 
and Subject of the Keys. 6. To exhort one 
another, Heb. 10. 25. 7. To admit and put out 
Members, Rom. 14. 1. 1 Cor. 5. 31. 8. To look, 
Act. 6. 3. C. e. prove, 1 Tim. 3. 10.) and chuſe 
among themſelves for Brethren fit for Office, 
v. 5. and 14. 13. And charge and exhort them 
to faithfully perform the Duties of their Office 
to them, as Col. 4. 17. Act. 20. 28. 1 Pet. 5. 2. 


1 Iim. 5.7. and 6. 13. And they promiſe Sub- 


jection, Honour and Obedience, to them in the 
Lord, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Heb. 13. 17. 1 Iheſ. 5. 12. 
And by ſolemn Prayer they conſecrate and ſet 
them apart to Office over themſelves only, as 
Act. 6. 5. and 14. 23. Thus they become a 
Church organically conſider'd, Cant. 8. 8. And 
then all Church Ordinances, the Word, Seals, 
and Diſcipline, are adminiſtred by their Elders, 
as Ac, 20. 28. As for the Church Frames and Con- 
ſtitutions in the Apoſtacy, we read not a Word of 
their Inſtitution in Chriſt's Teſtament, Exo. 20. 
4. Col. 1.8, 20, 21. Rev. 17. 5. 
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Prop. 1. H ERE are Elders, for the Mini- 
14 {try and Government of a 2 
cular 
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Theſe are called Ovyerſeers, Greek Biſhops, 
Fs 20. 17, 28. Tit.1-5, 7. and are exhorted 
to aft as Biſhops of one Flock or Congregati- 
on, 1 Pet. 5. 2; which ſbemeth that they are the 
fame with Biſhops, tlieſe are called Govern- 
ments, x Cor. 12. 28, 1. e. Governours (the 
Abſtract for the Concret) who are to Rule 
ar Govern well, 1 Ti. 5. 17. and with Dili- 
gence, Rom. 12. 28. in Heb. 13. 7. 17: 4. -= 
are called Rulers or Guides, to guide the Church 
in all its Affairs by the Rule of the Word only, in 
I Cor. 4. 1. Under-Rowers, Greek, Ver. 2. Stew- 
ards, ſo 77. 1. 7. and Fellow-Servants, e. 
1 TI. 3. 2. Col. 1. 7. and 4. 7, 11. Epiſcopal 
or Paſtorial Feeding is to teach and rule by 
the Adminiſtration-of the Word, Seals and Dif: 
cipline one Congtegation (not many) in his own 
Perſon (not by Officials), Acts 2. 28. 1 Per. 5. 2: 
and that according to the Rules of the Word on- 
ly, 1 Cor. 11. 1, 2. and 14. 26, 40. 5 
Prop. 2. Deacons; fo, Phil. 1. 1. theſe are cats 
led Helps, 1 Cor. 12. 28. as being helpful to the 
Poor, Cc. Acts 6. 2, 4. theſe are not to Admini- 
ſter the Word, Seals or Diſcipline, 1 Cor: 7. 17. 
but to gather, receive and keep the holy Trea- 
{ure and Stock of the Church, . or. the voluntary 
Offerings, Gifts and Contributions of the People, 
and therewith to ſerve the Tables of the Lord, 
Miniſters and Poor, Acts 6. 4. Raw. 12. 8. Which 
ta do Faithfully, is the way to have much Re- 
ſpect and Honour in the Church (but not one 
Step to a Priefthood), 1 Tim. 3. 8-13. that in Act 
6. 6, 8. and 21. 8. Was extraordinary. 

Fcp. 3. Chriſt (the King) hath named and in- 
ſtituted in his Teſtament a fufficient Number 
1410 Ot- 
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Officers or Servants, (but no Spiritual or Church 
Lords, Epheſ. 4. 5.) for the perfecting of his Saints, 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edify ing 
of his Church till he come, Epheſ. 4. 12, 13: Col. 
2. 5, 10. and no Man may diminiſh or add to 
them, Gal. 1. 9. N. B. The Spiritual Ningdom or 
Church of Chriſt is not of this World, John 18. 36. i. e. 
not of a Humane, but of Divine Inſtitution, and of 
a Spiritual Nature in all its Affairs, 2 Cor. 10. 4. 
Prop. 4. By their Choice and Prayer, they or- 
dain their own Miniſterial Officers or Servants, to 
whom(for their Miniſterial Labours)they pay the 
Wages of a ſufficient and comfortable Mainte- 
nance, (an Act of Juſtice) 2 Cor: 11. 8. i Cor. 9. 
I Tim. ö. 1 8. Gal. b. 6. Proots] A Free People by their 
Charter chuſe their own Civil Corporation Of- 
ficers. So Chriſt's Free People by the Charter 
of the Word, chuſe their own Spiritual or Church 
Corporation Officers (recorded for an Imitation 
and Practice herein, Acts 6 and 14.) by the Apo- 
ſtles (who were inſpired with the Mind and Will 
of Chriſt in this and all Church Affairs, 1 Cor. 2. 
16. Aﬀts 1. 3. Mat. 28. 19520. I Cor. 11. 23.) Di- 
rection the [whole] Multitude of the Men and 
Bretliren, (Acts 1. 16.) choſe ſeven (not Arch) 
Deacons, Acts 6, 5. and 14: 23. And when they 
had ordained them Elders, by Election Beza; or 
by common Notes Diodate, Greek, and when they 
with lifting up of Hands, had choſen them Elders 
in every Church (or in all the Churches.) The 
Greek Word ſignifies ſuch a Choice as was made 
by lifting up of Hands (i. e, of the People by 
whom they were elected) to ſignify their Sut- 
frages Choice and Conſent. Thus by the Choice 
and Prayers of the Church, tlie Evangeliſt (not 
Metropolitan) Titus is ordered to ordain Elders in 

7-2 HT G + every 
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every City where a Church was gathered (ac- 
cording to the Commiſſion in Mat. 28. 19. to 
gather Churches and ſettle compleatly in them 
all Church Affairs,) Tit. 1. 5. i. e. as Paul him- 
ſelf had done in Acts 14. 23. with 1 Cor. 11. 1, 2. 
N. B. that in As 13. 3. and 1 Tim. 4. 14. 2 Tim. 
1. 6. was neither to ordinary Oflice, nor in an 
Ordinary Way. Baptiſm and the Supper being 
the only ſigniſicant Rites that are continued in 
the Churches, Mat. 28. 19, 20. 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
the Uſe of Impoſition of Hands as a ſignificant 
dign and Ceremony, is without Precept or ordi- 
nary Example to make it our Duty, Rev. 2. 2. 
Col. 2. 20, 22. Chriſt by the Choice and Prayers 
of the Church inveſts Men with Office, which 


ſheweth the Being and Power of the Church is | 


betore its ordinary Officers, and continues when 
they die; (thus it is with 2 Civil Corporation.) 
Ordinary Officers are ſet only in a particular 
Church, Aﬀs 6. 5 and 14. 23 Rev. 2. 1. No 
Man may be, ordained out of, and but by the 
Choice and Prayers of a particular Church AC 
ſembly, Act 6 and 14. nor to half of Office, 
Ads 20. 28. nor to be over more Congregations 
than one; for to feed (i. e teach and rule) one 
Congregation. by the Word, Seals. and Diſci- 
pline- is work enough for any ordinary Biſhop, 
Shepherd or Paſtor, As 20. 28. N. B. Heb. 
13-17. N. B. No ordinary Paſtor may admini- 
{ter the Seals or Diſcipline out of his own. Con- 
Ke 1 Cor. 5. 12. Rev. 2. 1. As for the 
Church, Miniſtry. in the Apoſtacy, we read not a 
Word of their Inſtitution, Names, Ordination, 
holy, Garments and ceremonial Adminiſtration in 
Chriſt's Teſtament; to allude to Ads. 19.15. Ezra 
2, 62. Matt. 15. 13. and. 19. 8. Col. 2. 8. Ads 
5 38. Rev. 18. 21. 3 | HEAD 
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As to their Chriſtian Church Doctrine. 
ER E they teach a Scripture Faith in 
1 God, (in Chriſt) and Obedience to him in 
every good Word and Work ; fo Rom. 1. 5. Als 
20. 21. 2 Tim. 1. 13. 2 Thef. 2. 17. Tit. 3.% 
which are the two Parts of true Religion or 
Godlineſs, and comprehend alt Chriſtianity and 
Chriftian Church Affairs, Acts 24. 16. As for 
the Church Dottrines in the Apoſtacy, the Apoſtles 
preached them not, Mat. 15. 9. and'it is fad to 
preach a forged, or invented Goſpel Church. State, 
Miniſtry, Worſhip, and Government, Gal. 1.6, 9. 
EN ö 
As to their Chriſtian Church Worſhip and Ordinancer. 
Prop. T. ER E is Prayer in the Name of 
Chriſt, by the Help of his Spi- 
rit, and according to the Will of God; ſo John 
16. 23. Rom. 8. 26. 1 John 5. 15. Mat. 6. 10. 
But no humane invented ſtinted Forms of Liturgies, 
Exod. 20. 4. 5 


— 
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Prop. 2. Singing Pſalms, Hymns and Spiri- 


tual Songs indited by the Spirit, and contain- 
ed in the Scripture; ſo 2 Chron. 29. 30. Mar. 
26. 30. Epheſ. 5. 19. Col. 3. 16. Jeines 5.13. 
but no Jemiſh, Pagan, or Papal Orgaus, Amos 6, 5. 


Prop. 3. Preaching, By rightly dividing, ex. 
pounding and applying the Scriptures of Truth; 


10 2 Fim. 2. 15. and 4. 2. Ads 28. 23. Rom. 12. 1, 
But 10 ſwearins canonical Obedience ta the Images, 
t . . 1 Wy": | nn Sx 
Idols, i. e. Inventions of ſuperior Charch-Lord's, (et 
up in the Church to be bowed, ſubmitted, and cos ori- 
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ed to, Exod, 20. 4. Rev. 13. 8, 17. Neither ds 
1 hey with a Humane invented Liturg (as they do at 
Rome) adminiſter the C briſtian Worſhip, Sacraments, 
oraain, bind and looſe, viſit the Sick, marry, con- 
fe ecrate Meeting and Bury ing-Places, Church Women, 
Biſbop Children, keep invented Holy-Days, go a Pro- 
ceſueoning, and bury the Dead, Rev. 13. 18. 

Prop. 4. Baptiſm is given to each Church- 
Member, and their immediate Infant-Seed,where- 
in they are baptized with Water in the Name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; ſo Acts 2. 39, 
41, and 16, 15, 33, 1 Cer, 1. 16. and 7. 14. Gal. 
3. 9. Mat, 28. 19, Bat they uſe no Sign of the 
Croſs, Oil, Salt and Spittle, which the vile Papiſts 
add to it, and impoſe on Miniſters and Peoples Con- 
ſciences ; ſee Ezek. 43. 8. Rev. 13. 8--15. . 
Prop. 5. The Lord's Supper, The moſt ſacred 
Ordinance on Earth, is adminiſtred only in a 
Church-Aſſembly in one Place in the Evening- 
time, wherein Bread and Wine are diſtinctly 
bleſſed (conſecrated and ſet apart) given and 
receiyed according to Chriſt's Inſtitution and 
Directions, Lake 22. 1 Cor. 11. 23. Adds 2. 42, 
and 20. 7. But no Jewiſh, Pagan, or Papal! Holy 
Garments, Altars, or Liturgy - Adminiſtration, or 
carrying it to the Sick, proſtituting or giving it as a 
Civil or Worldly Ordinance, Teſt, State - Tool or 
Licenſe to qualify or Authorize Men for (Civil or 
Worlaly Offices and Affairs, as the Apoſtate Papiſts add 
to it and impoſe, & c. John 18. 36. 2 Cor. 10. 4. 

Prop. 6. Office- Relation and Power (and act- 
ing Office- w iſe, either in Biſhop or Deacon) and 

eals and Cenſures are ſpecial Ordinances, and 
Privileges bounded and limited to Memberſhip 
in a particular Church, 1 Cor. 12, 28. and 5. 12. 
Adts 20. 28. See Aſernb. Cat. A. 97. Jewiſh Chyrch 
: | ">" "on 
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Scals were limited to Jewiſh Church-Members, 
Exod.12.48. Rom-9.4- and 11-17. Joh-12.20. All. &. 
27. and fo are civil Corporation ſpecial Privileges, 
(fee Eph. 2.19. Rev. 11. 2. and 20. 9.) That in Ads 
8. 37, Ge. was by extraordinary and ceaſed Of- 
ticers ; ſo Acts 10. 47. and 16. 15,33. 1 Iim. 1. 20. 
Church-Seals belong only to Church- Members; 
Churel Union muſt be before Church-Commu- 
nion, as Rem. 11. 17. ſee Head 5. Prop. 1. Part 2. 
Prop. 7. All which ſacred and divine Order and 
Ordinances, inſtituted by Chriſt and him only, in 
his Teſtament, Believers are every-where bound 
to obſerye, Mart, 28. 20. John 15. 14. by which 
Obedience they glorify God, ſhew forth their 
Faith in him, and Love and Thankfulneſs to him, 
and act becoming the Profeſſion of the Goſpel and 
Chriſtianity, Phil. 1. 27. Grow in Grace in Uſe of 
Ordinances, and do good to others, P/al. 92. 13. 
2 Cor. 9. 2, 13. Jam. 2. 18. Phil. 1. 27. elle they 
{in ver greatly againſt Promiſes and Threatnings, 
againſt Precepts and Examples, the Glory of God, 
and their own and others Good, Pſal.92.13. Lake 
I 9.27. n 1.29. Acts 2.42. and 20.7. Church- 
Inſtitutions are eſpecially meant in P.. 119.1 176. 
Prop. 8. The firſt Churches ſerved, and pleaſed 
God, and rightly adminiſtred all Ordinances, and 
went to Heaven without the Inventions in the 
Apoſtacy; and that which was enough for them, 
{hould be enough for us, 1 Theſſ. 4. 1. Col. 2. 5, 10. 
| 1 9. True Religion, Godlineſs, Holineſs or 
Worſhip of God is ſuch a Service of God, as he 
commands in his Word, Exod. 20. 4. John 4. 24. 
Prop. 10. A falſe Chriſtianity or (Chriſtian) Re- 
ligion, Godlineſs, Holineſs or Worſhip of God is 
ſuch a Service of God, as hath no Command from 
himſelf in his Word, Matt. 1 5. 9. Ia. 29. 13. Leu. 
10. 3. Col. 2. 8, 20, 22. 1 
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Prop. 11. The Holy Scripture is the only and 
perfect Rule of Faith, and of all Duty to God 
and Man, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 17. And that it is the 
Right of all Chriſtians to ſearch, and judge 
by them what they ſhould believe and do, and 
to worſhip God according to his Word only 
and not to be puniſhed for ſo doing, (or for 
not ſinning againſt God, and for doing their 
Duty) was the Foundation Principle, (and with- 
out which it had never been) of the Proteſtant 
Reformation and Separation from Rome, Rev. 
18. 4. The contrary Principle and Practice is 
deſtructive of it, and would carry Nations and 
Churches back again to the new Teſtament 
Spiritual and Myffical Egypt and Babylon, i. e. 
o Rome, Rev. 11. 8. and 12, 21. with Num. 14. 
4. Acts 7. 39. 2 | 

Prop. 12. As for 1 Cor. 14. 26, 40. it com- 

. Mmandeth all Chi iſtians to do all Fhings in 
Church Aſſemblies or in the Worſhip: of God 
according to the Rules of the Word only as 
v. 37. 1 Chr. 15. 13. Pſal. 50.23. and 119. 133. 
2 Theſ. 3. 6. but not to invent, add, introduce 
and impoſe ſignificant human Ceremonies as 
neceſſary Parts and Means of Worſhip to make 
God's Ordinances more. efficacious. edifying and 
decent, then Chriſt and lis Apoſtles uſed and 
left them, x Cor. 11. 2. Col. 2. 5, 10. Rev. 2. 25. 
which is more than. Moſes, David, Salomon, the 
Prophets and Apoſtles had Power to do, or 
dared todo, Heb. 8. 5. 1 Chr. 28. 12, 19. Jer. 26. 
3. Mat. 18. 20. Gal. 1. 9. N. B. God forbiddeth 
mhatſvever Church Affairs he. hath not commanded 
or inſtituted, Lev. 10. 3, Deut. 4. 2. Exod. 20. 4. 
Aud counts it horrid Diſorder and Filthineſs. x Chr. 
15. 13. Rev. 17. 5. 


Prop. 
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Prop. 13. God inſtituted every neceſſary Ce- 
remony, Officer, and Holy Day in the Jewib 
Church, Exod. 25, Cc. N. B. And no Powers 
on Earth may add, or diminiſh, or alter any 
Thing in the leaft Meaſure in Religious or 
Church Affairs, neither Chriſtian, Mat. 28. 20. 
1 Cor. 11.2. Gal. 1. 9. Rev. 22. 19. and 2. 25. and 
3. It. With 12. 1. and 11. 1-4. and 21. 1216. 
nor Jewiſh, Deut. 12. 3 2. 2 Chron. 29. 27, 30. and 
when they did they ſmarted for it in Perſo- 
nal, Family, Church, and National Judgments, 
Lev. 10. 3. Judges 8. 27. 1 Rings 12. 1 Chron. 1 5. 
13. Pſal. 99. 8. and 106. 29-43. Hoſ. 1. to Chap. 
13. Mic. 6, &c. | 

Prop. 14. The Word teacheth [every good} 
Work, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 17. Therefore all Religious 
or Church Affairs are ſet down therein. Firſt, 
As to their efſential Parts, John 4. 14. Acts 2. 
42. and Secondly, Neceſſary Circumſtances be- 
longing unto Order and Decency, viz. Time 
Place and Geſture, 2 Tim. 4. 2. Acts 20.7. 1 Cor. 11. 
23. and 16.1. and Mat. 18. 20. and Lake 22. 
14-41. John 17. 1. 1 Tim. 2. 8. So that no Man 
is able to inſtance in one Thing neceſſary to the 
Worſhip of God that is not inſtituted by Jeſus 
Chriſt, John 4. 25. and 15. 15. Col. 2.5--10. 

As for the Church Worſhip in the Apoſtacy we 
read not a Word of it's Inſtitution or Practice in 
Chriſt's Teſtament, it being the Number or 
Invention of the Man of Sin, 2 Theſ. 2. 3—8. 
Rev. 13. 18. with Esel. 43. 10. Margin. 
N. B. To ſubmit to Church Superſtition 1s 
to give Divine Honour to the Authority of 
Man, if not of Satan, by whoſe Influence it 
18, 2 Iheſ. 2.859. 2 hr. 11. 15. Rev. 13. 2-15. 
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HE A SV. 
As to their Chriſtian C hurch- Government. 


Prop. 1. HERE are twelve Acts of the Power 
1 of the Keys in their Congregational 
Church-Government or Diſcipline; all which Acts 
and Duties were in the Primitive Churches, in the 
Apoſtles Days, warranted by, founded on, and ac- 
cording to the Doctrine and Practice of Chriſt 
and his A poſtles, (i. e. of the Goſpel and New Te- 
ſtament,) Eph. 2. 20. $ | 
The immediate, firſt, proper and intire Seat and 
Subject of the ſubordinary ordinary Power of the 
[Keys,] or the Power of Acting of Church-aftairs, 
is the Church eſſentially conſidered; for Church- 
Power grows up with its being, Thus it is in a ci- 
vil Corporation; and ſince the Apoſtles ceaſed, can 
be found no-where lodged but in a Congregatio- 
nal Church, each particular Church, Corporation, 
or Society and Community of the Faithful (in 
Church-Order) Chriſt (the King, Founder and In- 
ſtitutor thereof) by his Word and Laws, of their 
Conſtitution and Government, hath warranted, 
impowered, commiſſioned and authorized them, 
1. Io meet together for holy Conference, for mu- 
tual Edification, Admonition, Exhortation and 
Comfort, according to their Places in this their 
Communion, Rom. 1 5. 14. Heb. 10. 2 5. 1 Theſ. 5· 11514. 
2. To admit fit and approved Perſons into Church- 
fellow ſhip, Acts 9. 26. Rom. 14. 1. and 15-7. by a 
Profeſſion of a Scripture-Faith in Chriſt, and Obe- 
dience to him, (as Head 1. Prop. 2.) as the Way 
and Means to partake of the Fatneſs and Paſture 
of ſpecial Ordinances in the good Olive- tree and 
Sheep fold of the viſible Church, Rom. 11. 17. 
= Bi | | John 
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John 10. 1, 9. 3. Io diſmiſs Members upon juſt 
Occaſions to other Churches, Letters Teſtimonial 
and Diſmiſſory were in the Primitive Churches 
written for ſeveral Perſons, Rom. 16. 1-3. Col. 4. 10. 
Acts 18.27. 2 Cor. 3. 3. 1 Cor: 16.3. 4. To examine 
by the Rules of the Word their own Church-Af- 
fairs; Matters and Members within themſelves; 
1 Cor. 5. 12. Rev. 2. 2. Matt. 18.15--17. 5. They 
have Power and Authority from Chriſt to gather 
voluntary Contributions for the ſupport of Ordi- 
nances, Meeting- place, Miniſtry and Poor, 1 Cor: 
11. 2,24. Deut. 16. 1 6. Acts 28.3 1. Gal. G6. and 2:10: 
there were frequent Gatherings in the Primitive 
Churches, 1 Cor:16:1,2: 2 Cor. 8, & 9. This contri- 
bution muſt be by the rich and labouring Heaters, 
1 Tim6.17. Eph:4.28. in all good things, Gal:6:6: 
and as God proſpers, 1 Cor. 16. 1, 2. and is an ac- 
ceptable Service to God through Chriſt, Phil. g. 18. 
Heb. 13.16. 1 Pet. 2. 5. Prov:3.11; Mat.25. 213 5. 
6. To exerciſe Prophecy (i. e. Preaching) by fit and 
approved Brethren not in Paſtoral Office, Nom. 1 2.6. 
1 Cor:14:3--29: as Aﬀs 8.4. and 11:19; and 18. 24. 
Tochufeand fend fit and approved Brefhren upon 


the publick Service of Chriſt and his Church; as 
Acts 15: 3,22: and 18: 27: 2 Cor.8:19,23: Phil:2.25; 
8. To give Advice and Counſel from the Word 
(only in a Doctrinal way) to another Church that 
want or deſire it by their Meſſengers (not by way, 
of Appeal; but only by way of craving Advice an 

Countel) as the particular Church at Jeruſalem 
{where the Arofties were primarily fet, as 1 Cor: 


12. 28.) did to the particular Church at Antioch, 
Acts 15. the whole +ruſalem Chuirch-Oficers an 
Brethren (now called Lay- men) Anfwers the 
LQueſtion] “. 2. in tlie N egative, that That Po- 
Arine, v. 1. was burdenfome; troubleſome, an 


per- 
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perverting, v.10, 24. which Scripture-Advice and 
Counſel about neceſſary Duties before command- 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt (in whoſe Sentence we are 
to reſt) in the Word: They tell the Cyriſtians at 
Antioch they would do well to obſerve v. 29. the 
Effect of which Counſel was Joy and Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Churches in a Scripture-Faith and 
Practice, v.31. and 16.4,5. they meddle not with 
making new Ceremonies, nor with any Act of Þ 
Church-Government of the Chriſtian Church at 
_ Antioch in Ordination or Cenſures; the Church in 
all Queſtions and Controverſies of Religion is fi- 
| nally to appeal unto the Scripture as the higheſt 
Tribunal, and infallible, unerring, and unappeal- 
able Judge, and reſt in its Sentence in every Caſe, 
' Ats15.15,28. and 17.11. John 5.39. Iſa. &. 20. Mat. 
'22.29,31. with Acts 28.25. Eph.2.20. Rev. 1 I. 1-3. 
and 21. 16. 9. In a Church-Aſſembly publickly 
to bind the impenitent Offenders by the ſacred, 
great and awful Church- cenſure of Excommuni- 

_ cation ; as Mat. 16. and 18. 1 Cor. 5. 2 Cor. 2. John 

20.23. 2 The. 3.614. 1 Tim. ö. 5. 2 Iim. 3. 5. Lit. 3. to. 
Rev. 22. 14-20. If the {in be groſs, then cenſure it 
immediately, as 1 Cor. 5. elſe gradually, as Mat. i 8. 
But they have no Writ Excommunicato capiendo, 
nor White Sheets, nor Oaths ex Officio, Oc. as they 
uſe at Rome. 10. To looſe and releaſe Penitents 
from it, Mat. 16. and 18. John 20. 2 Cor. 2. 710. 
But no Court. Bribes, Fines or Fees ( a kind of Buying 
and Selling of Pardons,) as they uſe at Rome, Rev.18. 
12. 11. Tochuſe their own Miniſterial Officers, 
as Acts 6. 5. and 14.23. ſee Head 2. Prop.q. Note, 
Theſe twelve Acts and Duties are a ſufficient Means, 
by the Bleſſing of Chriſt, to preſerve each Church in Pu- 
rity, Peace and Order, Mat. 16. 18, 19, 

Prop. 2. Here is an Epitome of Chriſt's wore 
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tual, Apoſtolical, Primitive and Perpetual (Con- 
regational) Church- Government, in all its Af. 
fairs Parts, Matters, Things, Caſes, Acts, Duties 
and Objects about which it is (by the Laws and 
Rules of Chriſtianity, or of the Goſpel and Chri- 
ſtian Conſtitution and Government) converſant, 
Acts 1.3. Mat.16.19. with 13.11. All which are the 
Rights of each Chriſtian Church, and in the En- 
joyment and Uſe of which conſiſteth the liberty 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for and given to all his 
loyal Subjects and free People in his New Cove- 
nant-Churches for their Imitation and Practice to 
the End of the World, and of which no Man has 
any Right to deprive them, 1 Cor. 7. 23. Gal. 5. 1. 
Rev. 2. 25. N. B. Here is the Power of the [Keys]. 
in all Particalars, le i 
Prop. 2. Church-Polity, or Government, or Diſ- 
cipline, is nothing elſe but the wiſe Ordering all 
Church-Affairs, Acts and Duties according to the 
Rules of the Word only, which is to do all things 
as 1 Cor. 1 4.26, 40. and 10.3 1. And it is a Bleſſing to 
all Civil Governments that favour it, Exra 6, 10,23. 
and 7.23, 27. J. 6 5. 8. ſee Ezek.43.11. Col. 2. 5,10. 
1 Cor. 1 1. 2. For when God hath done with the Church, 
he will have done with the World, 1 Cor. 15. 24. 
Prop. 3. The [Ns] ſignify full Power and Au- 
thority to perform all Church-Acts and Duties : 
The [ K#s] a ſign of Power and Authority of Go- 
vernment (I/. 22. 22.) do ſignify all delegated 
Power and Authority to preach the Goſpel, and to 
adminiſter its Worſhip, Sacraments and Diſcipline, . 
Mat.16.19. Acts 1.3. Luke 11.52. Acts 20. 28. to 
open and ſhut the Doors of the Church, in letting 
into Memberſhip and Office, and in putting out 
of both, 2 Chr. 23. 4, 19. Iſa. 26. 2. Job. 10, 1, 9. 
. . fa | 
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7 Church Power in Church: Government, or the 
Power of Acting of Church-Affairs, is twofold ; : 
1. Supreme, Monarchical, Legiſlatiue Church-Power in the 
Lord or Maſter, Mat. 23. 10. This is a Branch of Chrift's 
Mediatorial Kingly Office, to inſtitute his Kingdom or 
Church, State and Goverument, and every Officer, Ce- 
remony and Ordinance in it. This by way of New Co- 
venant, Gift and Commiſſion from the Father, is pecu- 
lar to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the ſole Head, Lord, King 
and Law-giver of his Church, Ia. 9. 7. As 1.3. Rev. 3.7. 
and is incommunicable to either Angels or Men, 1 Cor. 
8.6. It is Chrift's Right and Prerogative only to appoint 
and inſtitute Churches and all Church-affairs, ( Officers 
and Ordinances therein) Jam. 4. 12. Mat. 2. 18-20. and 
16. 18, 19. A1. 3. BY | 
Adly. Afinifterial, fubordinate, delegated and executive 
Church-Power in Church-Goverament or the Power of Acting of 
Church-affairs in the Stewards or Servants. This Church- 
Power is [extraordinary and ceafed?} as in the inſpired 
Apoſtles, who in this Church-Power have no Succeſſors, 
Mat.28.19. 2Cor.11.28. 2 Tim. 1. 6. 1 Tim. 1.20. Act. 16. 
15, 33. with 2 Cor. i 1.13. Rev. 2. 2. 1 Cor. 4. 9. and 15. 8 
And Cordinary and continuing, to the World's EndJ as 
in every particular Church, Mat. 16. 19. this is Fraternal, 
or the Power of Judgmem, Liberty and Privilege in the acting 
of Church- Affairs in Chureh- Government. This belongs 
to the Brotherhood in particular Churches, as is exerc1- 
ſed in their Suffrages, in letting into Memberſhip and 
Office, and in putting; out of both, inwhich the Church- 
Acts Eſſentially confidered : ſee Prop.t. N B. The Bre- 
threns Suffrages in all Acts and Duties of Church-Go- 
vernment is in a way of humble, reverential and peace- 
able Subjection and Obedience to their Officers or Go- 
vernors in the Lord, Heb. 1 3. 7, 17, 24. 1 Theſ. 5-12. In 
Church-Diſcipline, Brethren only give their Votes, tho? 
the whole Church of Brethren and Siſters are to be pre- 
Tent, elſe it is no Church;-Meeting or Chureh-Act, faith 
Dr. C. (1 Gr. 14.34. 1 Tim. 2. 12.) Acts 1. 14--26. 1 Cor. 
12 21,22,23. Ack, G. 5. and 14.23. 1 Cr. 14. 26, 31 · And 
Official, or the Power and Authority of Office in Church-Go- 
verament, or in the Acting of Church- Affairs, Acts aud 5 
„ 0 3 3 CV is 
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This is proper to the Elders; in which the Church acts 
Organically conſidered, and is exerciſed with the Pets 
ſence, 1 and Suffrages, Approbation and Con- 


ſent of the Brethren in all Church- Government, Act, 
20. 28. and 1. 14-26. and 6 and 14. 1 Cor. 5. 1 Cor. 2. 
Prop. by The Power of the Church is not temporal 
or worldly over Kings or their Subjects worldly Affairs, 
but altogether ſpiritual; about their SquPs and eternal 
Concerns. The Kingdom or Government of Chriſt in 
his Churches is of a ſpiritual, holy, and heavenly Na- 
ture in all its Parts, John 18. 36. Luke 17. 20. Kom. 
14. 17. 2 Cor. 10. 4. | | | 
Prop. 6. Chriſt's Church-Goverr ment is a mix'd Go- 
vernment, 1. Of Chriſt (the King) It is Monarchial, 
Matt. 16.19. Act. 1. 3. Heb. 12. 28. Rev. 3. 7. 2. Of 
the Body or Brotherhood it reſembles a Democtacy, 
1 Cor. 5. 12. And, 3. Of Presbytery, (i. e. Company 
of Elders) It is an Ariſtoeracy, 1 Tim. f. 17. A pa- 
rallel Example of the like Perfection is not to be ſeen in 
all the Governments on Earth, Cam. 5. 11. J/a. 2. 2. to 
allude to Deut. 4. 6, 7. 1 King 10. 5, 6, 7. 

Prop. 7. Chriſt (the King) in the moſt perfect Litur- 
gY, (i. e. Service and Church-Book) of his Teftament, 
hath preſcribed and inſtituted a certain and perfect 
Form, Rule, Pattern and Model, of all Chutch Af. 
fairs and Government (and Acts and Duties therein) 
perpetual for the Imitation and Obſervation of all his 
Churches in all Ages to the End of the World, not to 
be added to, or alter'd in the leaſt, Heb. 12. 28. Rev. 
2. 25. Excl. 43- 11- | 
Prop. 8. The [Keys] are the Churches Uſe of its 
Charter of Church Power, or of Chriſt's Power, lodg*d 
in them by the Charter of his Word, Mart. 18. 20. 
1 Cor. 5: 4. Col. 3. 17. Mat. 16. 19. N. B. Church 
Power hath four Subjects, 1- God, Pfal.62-11. 2. Chriſt 
as God-Man, Mediator, Rev. 37. 3. Church, 1 Gr. 
35, 4 4 And Officers, Act. 20. 28. | 5 
Prop. 9. The Neglect of this Diſcipline hath been fa- 
tal to the Intereſt of Religion, (for the Church of 
Chriſt and true Religion are holy Twins, and both of 
God, as Jobs 1. 12.) and ruined. pure and prit _ : 

PAR” I NG. | Chri- 
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Chriſtianity, Rev. 2. and made way for Popery in all its 
Hereſies, Superſtition and Tyranny : (deviliſh and ſin- 
ful Twins) But the due Exerciſe and Practice of it is 
the way to keep out of the Church Popery, and all its - 
Errors, Superſtition and Tyranny. But ſome have bafely 
given up their Rights to an engroſſing Clergy,who would 
govern the Layety as mute and paſſive Perſons,or as brute ' 
Creatures, 3 John 10. Rev.r3. 10,17. and 17. 2,18. 

Prop. 10. A General Council, National and Provincial 
Synods, or Convocations, or Claſſis, or Presbyteries; all 
theſe Aſſemblies for the Government of particular 
Churches are unſcriptural : ſee Head 1. Prop.1. they are 
needleſs, for the Church can do every Ac of Govern- 
ment without them. 5 1 

Prop. 11. All unſcriptural (or uninſtituted, or uncom- 
manded) Church- States, Miniſtry, Ceremonies and Ad- 
miniſtration of Chriſtianity in its Worſhip, Sacraments 
and Diſcipline, are to be look d at as the Images or hu- 
man Fancies, Inventions and Inſtitutions of Mens Brai 
forbidden in the ſecond Commandment, Exod. 20. 4. 
Prop. 12. All true Churches are Chriſt's Ordinances, 
and have all one Head, Conſtitution, Miniſtry, Doctrine, 
Worſhip and Government: Chriſt hath inſtituted but 
one Order of Church- State, Miniſtry, Doctrine, Wor- 
ſhip and Government to be obſerved and kept pure and 
intire till he come, Rev. 2. 25. All the Primitive Chur- 
ches in the Apoſtles Days were uniform, and one and 
the ſame in ull their Affairs, 1 Cor. 4-17. and 7. 17. and. 
16. 1, 2. 1 Thefſ. 2. 14. 

Prop. 1 3. A Perſecutive, Civil or Church- Government 
is no Ordinance or Inſtitution of the kind, gracious, holy, 
merciful and meek Jeſus,but of the Devil and the Prelate 
of Rome, his Vicar-General, Inſtrument and Tool; as 
John 10. 1, 10. Rev.2. and 9 and 11. and 13 and 16. and 17 
and 18. and 19. 2. ſee Luke 9.5 6. 2 Cor. 1.24. and 10. 4. 
and 13.8, 10. As for the Church. Hierarchy or Government 
in the Papal and Antichriſtian Apoſtacy, we read not a word 
of its Inſtitution or Practice in Chriſt's Teſtament, in our 
only Rule of Faith, Miniſtry, Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
pline and Life; it was not ſo from the Beginning, but 
ſome Men will be wile above what is written, 1 Cor. 4.6 » 


4 General Application. | 


Oſe 1. OF Information. Are there not with us ( Britons) 
© ® abovea hundred unſcriptural Things, where« 
in we ſymbolize with (or be like unto) the Apoſtate 
Church of Rome? Then it is Jewiſh, Phariſee, Pagan, Anti- 
' chriſtian, Pope (or Devil like) to neg ect, reject, oppoſe, 
deny, and act contrary to the viſible, ſacred, and divine 
Church, State, Order and Polity inſtituted by Jeſw Chriſt, 
and him only in his laſt and confirmed Will and Teſta- 
ment, Luke 19. 14, 2. Tit. 1. 16. 1 John 3.18. Rev. 1 2.7. 
and 17. 14. Luke 22. 23. Is the Church, Conſtitution, Mi- 
niſtry, Worſhip, and Government in the Apoſtacy, that 
which Chriſt inſtituted, or is it then Invention of Men? 
Uſe 2. Of Exhortation to a Scripture-Faith in Wor- 
ſhip of, and Obedience to God in and by Chriſt (the ſole 
New Covenant, Mediatory Redeemer, Saviour, Proph 
Frieſt and King of his Church, and Judge of the World.) 
This is the Good old Way that all Chriſtians ſhould 
walk in, Jer. 6. 16. | 
Uſe 3. Of Examination. 


O. 1. Who are fit Subjects and Members of Chriſt's - 


Spiritual Kingdom or Church-State, and holy Fellow- 
ſhip and Communion of Saints therein, in which ſhines 
forth the New Covenant, Mediatory Glory of Chriſt's 
Perſon, Attributes, Offices, Ordinances and Benefits ? 
Iſa. 24. 23. and 60. 1--13. Heb.3.6. and 10.21, | 

A. 1. Not thoſe in a State of Nature, for they cannot 
pleaſe God, Rom. 8. 8. nor worſhip him in Spirit and 
Truth, John 4. 24. nor diſcern the Lord's Body, 1 Cor. 
2. 14. with 11. 29. the viſible Wicked are to be kept 


and put out, 1 Cer.5.1 3. ſee Head 1. Prop. g. and Head 5. 
Prop. 1. Part 9. For ſuch Profeſſours are compared to 


Heathens, I/a. 1. 10. Jer. 9-25. and 23. 14. Amos 9. 7. 


yea, their Caſe is much worſe than theirs, Lam. 4. 6. 


Matt. 11. 24. Luke 12. 47. . 
A. 2. Such as are fit are called Believers, converted, 


juſtified, adopted, ſanctified ſaved ones, and Members of 
Chriſt's Body, Act, 5. 14. and 11. 21. 105. &. 1 1. G. l. 3.28. 
10ur. 1:2. and 4-33: C. . 2· (Acts 2 47. Greek) i cur. 12.27. 


*- « . Q. 2+ 
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0.2. May this Chriſtian and Religious Church. State be 
forced on Perſons Conſciences by outward Puniſhments? 
A No, For, 1. Faith comes by Hearing, and no Man 


10-17. John 3-27- with Eph.2:8, and 1.19. 2. All Re- 
ligious Adds are to be Acłs of Free Choice, Pſal- 110. 3. 
3. Chriſt nor his Apoſtles did not thus propagate our 
holy Religion, 2 Gor 10. 4. 2 Tim. 4. 2. 4. Thus the 
Antichriſtian Pre late of Rome, and his two horned Clergy; 
make Proſelytes or Hypocrites, Rev. 13. 17. 1 Tim. 4.2 


a Civil Head of the Civil Body or State as Chriſt's Ser- 
vant, his Supremacy or Duty in Church- affairs is to keep 
them himſelf, and to give liberty, proviſion, and pro- 
tection to the Churches of God, 2 Chr. 29. 27,30. fal. 2. 
1 O, 1 2.Prov.8.1 5- 14.49.23. Kom. 13 4. IT. 2.2 1 Pet. 2.14. 

heſe are ſome of the Rights of the Churches of God, 
and have been granted them by the very Pagans, Ezra 1. 
to Chap-19. Neh. 1. to Chap. 13. Iſa. 16. 4+ Dan-3. 30. Atts 
28. 8-31. N. B. Some pretend to worſhip God with 
more Order and Decency than Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

Uſe 5. Of Terror. Chriſt, as a Mediatory-Prieſt, pre- 
ſents (in his Merits) with Acceptance to God, only that 
Worſhip and Service that he taught, as a Mediatory 
Prophet, and commanded, or inſtituted, as a Mediatory 
King of his Church, Heb. 10 21. Rez. 8. 3. 1 Pet. 2. 3. and that 
Church is in a ſad Caſe that hath Chriſt purely and in- 
tirely in neither of theſe Offices, but have a Church- 
Conſtitution, Miniſtry, Worſhip and Government that 
he never taught as a Prophet, nor enjoyn'd as a King, Kev. 
13.18. That Church that wants Chriſt's inſtituted Church, 
Conſtitution, Miniſtry, Worſhip and Government, is in a 
fort 2 Chriſtleſs Church : A perfecuting Clergy will be 
abandoned by God and Man, and have both Heaven and 
Earth ſet againſt them, 1Theſſ. 2,16. Rev-17.16. All Babel 
Church-State will one Day fall with a'Vengeance, and ſo 
wall the Cain, Pharaoh, Bal uum, Feroboam, Nebuthadnezzar , 
Fudas,Phariſee, High-Prieft and Pretender of Rome, Rev.10.6. 
and It. 8. and 13. 10. and 5. 35 ( Exod. 15. 1.9 and 17.1 
N 6. Y 1 and 8 $2 and 19. 2, 20, and 20. 10 
2 Theſſ. 2. 8. and let all the PeopleJday Amen. | 
* r N 


can believe, except it be given him from Heaven, Rom. 


Uſe 4. Of Cinſolation. The Civil Magiſtrate, who is 
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